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violence. On. the basis of non-violence we can only work up non-co-opera-
tion or civil disobedience, not run a parallel, positive set of institutions
beyond a very limited extent. The method of non-violence can, as the
world now stands, only take up a negative and destructive attitude and
follow it up with a new Government but not run a contemporaneous parallel
Government as the Irish are supposed to have done. If I have not
expressed myself clearly do not worry about it. I referred to the subject
as I believe some may press a resolution on the subject.
I do not know when we shall next meet or under what circum-
stances. But I feel I am realizing the object of my life as I am approach-
ing the prison.
The following was written on the 20th ultimo:
I am feeling more and more strongly every day that the truce and
negotiations have been forced a little too early. I wish you could find
some way to put them off till we won a few more battles. Government
would like very much to negotiate at once, because necessarily our terms
would be less than what they would be after a month. And our Moderate
friends are too eager to enter now; they see we are not terror-struck and
must win, and they out of their incorrigible weakness wish to end the
strife before it should get severer, and there is so much competition among
them for a good idea, that it gets to be premature. Government is
shrewd. They have seen their error and realized that we won't be bullied.
So they are quietly retracing. Madras Government have definitely de-
clared they won't declare associations unlawful and so also Bihar and
Orissa Governments.
Government now see that the Moderates have deserted them. But it
should stop there, till the thing gets a bit more mature. The Prince must
go back and then in February we should think of settlement after
Gujarat has given an account of itself. It is absurd in any case that people
should talk of conferences when Nehruji and Das and Lalaji are in pri-
son. They should fix the time for the armistice.
The Moplahs are now going in 3rd class compartments with only
bars in the windows. We see constables giving water and even running
about for it at some stations. The crucifixion of the seventy has not
been in vain. Thousands of Moplahs have since had human treatment.
I have been giving the letters received from imprisoned workers
for they demonstrate, as nothing else can, the fierce nature of the
struggle as also the grim determination of the people. Rajagopala-
chari's reflections on the resolutions have, the reader will notice,
been mostly anticipated. His advice not to mention in the cen-
tral resolution anything about a settlement has much to be said